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April 2011: Worldwide Month of  Service 

What can CRS alumni do in 30 days to make 
the world a better place? 
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CRS alumni and friends worldwide were charged with one task: help make a difference in the world.  
 
This initiative is part of the 80th Anniversary celebration year of Camp Rising Sun and the Louis August 
Jonas Foundation.   
 
Participating in our Month of Service provides a service to community, and also puts into action one of 
the values that is central to the Camp Rising Sun philosophy.   

 
Alumni around the world regularly participate in service projects in their communities.  Their activities 
both reinforce and model the values we nurture at Camp Rising Sun: 
 

 DIVERSITY: To foster an appreciation of both diversity and common humanity of the participants 
and encourage lasting friendships across boundaries of color, religion, gender, culture & nationality.  

 

 INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT: To expand the participant's intellectual horizons through serious 
discussion of personal and world issues and by encouraging introspection; to heighten artistic sensi-
bilities through guided exploration.  

 

 LEADERSHIP: To develop leadership abilities and self-reliance by encouraging each participant to 
take on significant projects and responsibilities for the program and to gain experience in motivating 
others.  

 

 SERVICE: To offer and demonstrate by action a strong working philosophy of living characterized 
by the belief that personal fulfillment flows from making lifelong commitments to serving society 
through the pursuit of humanitarian goals.  

Judith R. Fox, Ed.D., Executive Director   jfox@lajf.org  
Ruthellen S. Rubin, CFRE, Director of Development rrubin@lajf.org 
Christine E. Boyle, Business Manager cboyle@lajf.org 
Christina Rose Busso, JD, Director of Alumni Relations      cbusso@lajf.org 
Helene Mattera, Director of Programs hmattera@lajf.org 
Dan Atkins, Facilities Manager, Red Hook  datkins@lajf.org 
Cameron Rylance, Facilities Manager, Clinton    crylance@lajf.org  

The Louis August Jonas Foundation, Inc. (“LAJF”) 

152 Madison Avenue, Suite 2400, New York, NY 10016 

Tel: (212) 686-1930             E-mail: contact@lajf.org 

www.risingsun.org   www.lajf.org 

About CRService 

About CRService 

AT CRS, SERVICE ISN’T JUST A 
PART OF WHAT WE DO. 

SERVICE IS OUR MISSION. 
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Alumni Association Projects 

 4  Washington, DC 

 6 Minnesota 

 8 New Jersey 

 10 New York City 

 10 Rhinebeck, NY 

 12 Tianjin, China 

 

Alumni Initiatives 

 14  Hannah Olson—Fill that Bus 

 15 Coen Stapper in South Africa 

 16 Jim Dyer at RSVP 

 16 CRS Selection Volunteers 

 16  Thomas Berger and Rosemary Phillips team up 

 16 Dorothee Pass Wachsen joins Greenpeace 

 17 Rick Richter, CRS historian and mentor 

 18 Jim Nielson joins Utah State Legislature 

 19 Daria Reaven and “The Story Project” 

 20 Manny Alvarez leads CRSNYAA 

 

 

p. 4  

p. 9 

p. 10 

p. 12 

CRService Highlights 

CRService Highlights 

p. 16 
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Washington, DC 

Partner: DC Cares 

Volunteering is a family affair...and 
this family drove four hours to join the 

CRS alumni in DC. 

Future CRS 2011 campers, at left, join with alumni to gather supplies.   
It’s never too soon to have CRS spirit. 
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Alumni in the Washington, DC area partnered with a local nonprofit, DC Cares, and participated in the 
DC Spring Servathon on April 16, 2011.  Despite rainy weather, 20 volunteers from the CRS community 
came out to Ron Brown Middle School in Washington, DC to beautify the school’s front garden and inte-

rior courtyard garden as well as clean and paint the school’s hallways and classrooms.   

Washington, DC 

Partner: DC Cares 

Our team arrives and gets ready for work 

Some people sing in the rain.   
 

CRS alumni sing and garden in the rain! 
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Minnesota 

Partner: Feed My Starving Children 

In 2010, the CRS alumni in Minnesota helped 
to set the stage for our 2011 worldwide service 
initiative in 2011.  The group gathered to help 
collect and build supplies for local families in 
need.  Together, they built book shelves and 
sorted bed sheets that were subsequently 
passed out at the local Bridging center to fami-
lies in need.  Afterwards they enjoyed a nice 
meal together and recalled some fond memo-
ries of camp.  
 
Project Sachem: Dan Pierpont ‘92-’93,’96 

Rick ‘61 and Nita Luis Ray Soderholm ‘70, ‘72 

Anthony Campana ‘08,’10, Dan Pierpont ‘92-’93,’96, Rick Luis ‘66 and Michael Blazanin ‘10 
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Alumni in Minnesota joined a group of local Yale alumni for a day of service at Feed My Starving Chil-
dren on May 14.  The group of energetic volunteers  prepared enough food packets to be distributed to 
39 kids for one year. 
 
About Our Purpose 
One of the efforts at the heart of the Camp Rising Sun summer experience is to instill in 
campers a sense of obligation to humanity. Campers participate in activities throughout 
the summer designed to help them understand how their acts can positively affect 
others. This alumni service event is intended to be a reminder of this fundamental 
lesson of the Rising Sun experience where CRS/MN alumni and friends will commit a 
few hours of volunteer work to benefit a local charity. 
 
About Our Local Partner 
Feed My Starving Children is a non-profit Christian organization committed to feeding God’s children 
hungry in body and spirit. The approach is simple: children and adults hand-pack meals specifically for-
mulated for malnourished children ship the meals to nearly 70 countries around the world. 

 

Minnesota 

Partner: Feed My Starving Children 

Our CRS volunteers after a day of rewarding work 
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Alumni Project 

 

New Jersey 
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Shefali Jain ‘10 reflects  
on the project she created  

near her hometown 
 
It all began December 2009, this drive to make a 
difference. Coming back from an amazing summer 
at Camp Rising Sun, equipped with all the tools to 
complete a successful “project,” only strengthened 
my desire. A little over a year ago I had gone to 
Paterson, New Jersey with my mom’s company to 
distribute bicycles and helmets to 80 students who 
had won a writing competition. This was around 
the holiday season and just seeing the pure un-
adulterated looks of joy upon the children’s faces 
and the glowing pride of the parents made me 
want to recreate that moment several times over. A 
bicycle, something most people take for granted, 
was the perfect holiday present for 80 boys and 
girls in Paterson. 
 
I wanted to be able to give children this same holi-
day experience. At the beginning of 2010 I began 
talking to the principal of my school about my ideas 
and found an advisor, a teacher at my school, to 
help me with my project. Then I began the daunt-
ing task of raising money. I knew that I wanted to 
start off on a slightly smaller scale, raising enough 
money for 20 bicycles and helmets, a total of about 
$3,200. 
 
After I came back from CRS, I began to contact 
local businesses and clubs at school to ask if they 
wanted to make donations. I was turned down by 
several businesses but found the clubs at my 
school were willing to hold fundraisers for the 
cause. I contacted the advisors of the clubs, using 
the skills I used at camp to convey what exactly I 
needed from each club and talking to the advisors 
from time to time to check up on their progress.  
 
My CRS family also helped me out with invaluable 
support! I posted a comment on the Camp Rising 
Sun facebook page at the end of the summer de-
scribing my project and asking for help. James 
Bridgeman, a CRS alumnus ‘05-’06,’11 from 
New Jersey, responded to the post, offering his 
assistance.  James donated enough money for two 
entire bicycles by the end of my project! Helene 

Mattera ’97-’98,’00,’10-’11 also donated enough 
money for a bicycle and Ruby Lainez, a fellow 
2010 camper raised money in her school. At last I 
had raised enough money through family friends, 
CRS, and a few local businesses for the bicycles. 
 
As time grew closer and closer towards the Holiday 
breakfast when I would deliver the bicycles I knew 
that I wanted nothing more than my CRS sisters to 
be there with me for the moment I had worked so 
hard towards.  I had a sleepover with six of my sis-
ters from the tri-state area and the next day we all 
piled into my mini-van and drove to a community 
center in Paterson to spend the morning with chil-
dren talking, having fun, and of course spreading a 
little of the altruistic sachem spirit. Pulling together 
this program would have been less of an incredible 
learning experience and more of a stress-inducing 
burden if I hadn’t been equipped with certain lead-
ership skills over the summer. I learned at camp 
how to clearly express my ideas and goals, as well 
as talk to adults as if they were equals. My CRS 
family also provided invaluable support and assis-
tance, once again reiterating the fact that I would 
always have an international support system. 
Camp Rising Sun has equipped me with all the 
possible tools I need to carry out such projects in 
the future, and hopefully expand my bike program 
this year. CRS, thank you for teaching me to be my 
own sachem. 

New Jersey 

Alumni Project 

Shefali Jain ‘10 at center with volunteers from 
CRS 2010: May Treuhaft-Ali, Carline Chiu, 

Layla Treuhaft-Ali and Divya Sampath 
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Partner: Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen 

New York City 

At CRS we pride ourselves on the leadership we 
model.  On April 11, the LAJF staff volunteered 
together at the Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen 
where they prepared and served meals to  
families in need.  Though our cooking skills could 
use some work, we were proud to participate in 
this work and in the CRS Worldwide Month of 
Service. 
 
Judy Fox, Executive Director, pictured at center, 
with Irene Asuen, Helene Mattera and Ruthellen 
Rubin. 

Rhinebeck, NY 

CRService is about giving back to the worldwide 
community as well as to the Camp community!   
In preparation for CRS 2011, nearly 30 volunteers 
gathered at CRS Clinton and CRS Red Hook on 
May 20-22 to clear out the cobwebs and pitch the 
tents.  Good friends, good fun—there’s no better 
way to offer a weekend of service. 
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April 9th's CRService day went very well. We had 
tons of fun though and planted a bush and weeded 
a small area of the park. I can't wait to have more 
of these events, it was a lot of fun and we all made 
a difference. 

- Helen   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The park revitalization project was great!  The 
weather turned out to be beautiful and the woman 
who helped us carry out this project, Cheryl, was 
wonderful.  A few of us moved a bush, and I could-
n't believe how difficult it was.  I have so much 
more appreciation for people who such hard work 
all the time.  While we were doing this, though, one 
woman with her family stopped by to say, "Thank 
you!  We really appreciate what you're doing for us 
out here!"  That really made me smile and it felt 
great that our service to the community was no-
ticed.  After all of the garden work, we got lunch 
and got to know each other better.  It was an awe-
some day, and I encourage everyone to participate 
in a CRService Month project! 

- Mike   

Partner:  Youth Programs for Trees 

New York City 
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Partner: Tianjin Foreign Languages School 

Tianjin, China 
 
At left:  
Battery Recycling Box 
 
 
 
Below:  
Teaching at the English Corner 
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At the China Tianjin Foreign Languages School, CRS alumni and friends were excited to find ways to 
help at their school.  They were so full of energy they decided to take on three projects! 
 
Led the Weekly English Corner 
 
English Corner is a weekly activity at Tianjin Youth Club. A number of young students come to the cor-
ner every weekend to practice their English and meet new friends. Every week there is a particular topic 
and the participants, about 20 students, are encouraged to focus on the topic and feel free to voice their 
ideas. Often the activity is led by a youth counselor at the youth club, but the counselor will be taking a 
holiday and this is a great opportunity for CRS volunteers! We chose a theme for the week and prepared 
in advance. We tried to find interesting subjects and encouraged all the students to participate.  It was 
just like an instruction at camp!   
 
Coordinate the Dance Competition 
 
The annual Dance Competition is an ac-
tivity where high school students from 
various schools in the city come to com-
pete and view the competition. This year 
there was the largest in recent years and 
volunteers were essential.  Our job was 
to help organize the time, place and ac-
commodations for the groups, plus make 
personal contact with the participants to 
inform them of the competition details. 
Volunteers also served as guides on the 
competition day so that participants and 
other visitors wouldn’t get lost. 
 
Recycle Batteries on Campus 
 
This is an activity led by the Students Union in our school. We created boxes for recycled batteries and 
placed them near the staircase of every teaching building, including the cafeteria and the library. We 
encouraged students in our school to bring their used batteries from home to school and recycle them in 
this way. Every month we collect them and send them for disposal. 
 
 
Special Thanks to Project Sachems:  
Zhisheng Jin ‘08, Yu Bai ‘10, Linxiao Xu ‘10, Yi Ning ‘11, Runliang Li ’11 and Mr. Yujun Qi 

Tianjin, China 

Partner: Tianjin Foreign Languages School 
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Fill That Bus...in Minnesota 

Partner: Fill That Bus 

Hannah Olson '08  
 

Hannah has been a real sachem this spring as part of the “Fill That 
Bus!” service project in St. Croix Valley.  
 
The Olson Family, including Hannah and her mom and dad, Patti 
and Eric, and brothers Lucas and Jacob are thinking big.  "World-
record big'" as reported by TwinCities.com.  The family has 
launched an initiative to collect food for the Valley Outreach food 
shelf and formed the St. Croix Valley World Record Food Drive 
Partnership by bringing together partners throughout the region.  
 
The partnership aims to collect more than 515,067 pounds of food 
and personal-care items March 11.  That amount would fill more 
than 15 semitrailers and would also break the record for the world's 
largest single-day, single-site food drive. 
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Coen Stapper ’02 is in his fourth year of medical studies at University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands.  
He recently completed a project in South Africa and shared his story: 
 
I performed a 6-month medical research project in one of the most rural areas of South Africa. It is a 
beautiful opportunity to be able to do something for the local community and also to become familiar 
with the country, its people and culture, from the inside. 
 
The research is about the referral 
practices in the rural villages be-
tween the nurses (working in the 
clinic) and the community care 
workers (working in the commu-
nity). It concentrates especially 
on the health of the children un-
der five years of age in a so 
called Child Survival Project. The 
research focuses on the things 
that are working very well and 
areas with room for improvement.  
The purpose was to develop bet-
ter medical practices and contrib-
ute to better health for the com-
munity. 

From the Netherlands to South Africa 

Alumni Project 

Coen is pictured, above and  
below, in yellow. 
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Volunteers Worldwide 

Alumni in Action 

James "Jim" Dyer '54 of Washington Heights in New 
York City has been recognized for his volunteer work with 
Community Service Society's Retired and Senior Volun-
teer Program (RSVP).  The Program places hundreds of 
retired workers with agencies and organizations 
across New York City, over 500 agencies in all.  Jim's role 
is to vet the volunteers and help match their skills and tal-
ents with the needs of city organizations. 
 
Jim has volunteer his time and talents for two years now 
and says of his work, "I find it very satisfying because of 
the interesting people you meet who find themselves doing interesting things after we talk." 

 
CRS Interview Day in New 
York City—March 6, 2011 

 
Volunteers gathered to greet 
and interview the applicants 
for CRS 2011 from the New 
York and New Jersey area.  
The success of CRS 2011 
depends on these great  
volunteers.  We thank you! 

Thomas Berger ‘78 and Rosemary Phillips ‘90, ’00 teamed up 
to benefit Camp Rising Sun and the Louis August Jonas Foun-
dation.  On May 29, Thomas helped to organize and present a 
concert featuring Rosemary, an acclaimed vocalist, in a program 
entitled "From Bridgetown to Havana."  Proceeds from the per-
formance in Krefeld to benefit LAJF. 
 
Thomas and Rosemary are pictured here while at the CRS 
World Reunion in Berlin in September 2010. 

Dorothee Pass Wachsen ’00-’01,’06 was inspired by the CRS 
Month of Service challenge to seek new volunteer opportunities 
in her community.  With environmental issues having always 
been important to her, Dorothee is now taking a more active role 
in her local chapter of Greenpeace. 
 
 
Dorothee is pictured here at the CRS World Reunion in Berlin 
with Karen Brummel ‘01,’07 
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Daria Reaven '05-'06 
 
Daria is spending the summer of 2011 in Israel and Palestine as part of her 
ARISE Project titled, “The Story Project.”  Daria is using her educational back-
ground and passion as a writer to help young people use creative writing tech-
niques to explore sensitive issues and consider the personal perspectives that 
contribute so heavily to many conflicts in the world, including the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  Just like at camp, Daria is building trust and community to 
help facilitate a greater understanding of the ways in which all individuals tell 
their own story.   

Alumni in Action 

Volunteers Worldwide 

Manny Alvarez ‘02-’03,’10 has teamed up 
with alumni in the New York area to pro-
vide new leadership and new energy to the 
CRS New York Alumni Association.  
2011 events include the Reunion Party in 
January, Open House reception in March 
and CRService days in April.  Interested in 
attending or planning future events?  Email 
crsnyaa@gmail.com 

Jim Nielson '74 was elected to the Utah State  
Legislature in Nov. 2010.  Jim is proud to now offer 
his service to his community through this elected 
position.  Jim is making great contributions to the 
committees on which he serves: Public Education 
Appropriations, House Revenue and Taxation and 
House Transportation.  You can follow the issues 
and initiatives Jim works on through his facebook 
page.   
 
Jim is pictured here with his family. 

Maurice “Rick” Richter ‘50-’53  is the official 
“Camp Historian” for Camp Rising Sun as well 
as on of our most dedicated volunteers.  As a 
member of the Members Advisory Council 
“MAC” and an emeritus member of the LAJF 
Board of Directors, Rick makes many contribu-
tions to our community.  Many alumni also look 
to Rick for his guidance and support in the col-
lege application process.  His mentorship has 
helped so many CRS alumni gain acceptance 
to the most prestigious institutions worldwide.  
Thank you, Rick! 
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CRS 2011: THIS IS A GOOD PLACE! 
 
 

Alumni Weekend at Camp 
July 30—Arts and Alumni Day 

July 31—Libby and Mandy Day and  
        Camp Year Reunions 

 

Offer an Instruction at CRS 2011 
Share your skills and talent with this year’s campers 

 

Give CRS to your children and grandchildren 
One or two-week legacy camper visits 

 
For more information contact  

alumni@lajf.org or call (212) 686-1930 

 

Red Hook Camp Director Barry Fulton and  
Program Director Helene Mattera  

making plans for CRS 2011 

Our Social Network 
 

www.facebook.com/crs.lajf  
 
 personal comments 
 news and events 
 

 
 
www.linkedin.com  

   Search for:  
  “Alumni of Camp Rising Sun” 
 professional connections 
 networking 
 

www.youtube.com/risingsunalumni  
 
 videos from camp 

Our Alumni Network 
 

www.risingsun.org 
 

 news and events 
 alumni assn. info 
 photos and news from camp 
 “My View from Tent Hill” - 

our blog 
CRSearch: find friends, update your profile 
 

www.lajf.org 
  

 LAJF and Camp info 
 “Alumni in the News” 
 employment opportunities 

 
 

 
 

Want to reconnect?  
Contact Christina Busso,  

Director of  
Alumni Relations, 
cbusso@lajf.org 

 

Thank you to our alumni around the world  
for your participation and leadership in this 

worldwide service initiative   


